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Six ways to support Australia’s bees

1. Donate to Wheen Bee Foundation

The Wheen Bee Foundation is an Australian not-for-profit charity that promotes awareness of the
importance of bees for food security and ecosystem health.

The Foundation works with bee-reliant agriculture industries, the apiculture industry, local, state and
Federal governments, universities, research organisations and communities to address the national
and global threats to bees.

All donations help support research and conservation activities that address the national and global
threats to bees.

Every dollar makes a difference.

2. Provide forage for bees

Plan your garden to provide flowers that bear nectar or pollen year round. Australia has about 2,500
species of native bees. Unlike honey bees that can fly up to 5km to forage, many of Australia’s native
bees can only fly short distances, some less than 100m, so they need to be provided with something
flowering close by, every day throughout spring, summer and autumn.

3. Provide water for drinking and cooling

Honey bees need lots of water, using its cooling properties to regulate the temperature of their hive.
Add pebbles to your water bowl that reach above the water level, or add corks to float on top to act
as landing places so more bees can access the water on hot days when the demand is high.

4. Avoid harmful sprays
Wherever possible, avoid insecticides that kill bees and other pollinators.

Limit the use of herbicides to remove weeds that could otherwise be a valuable source of food or
habitat for bees. Some herbicides are also known to affect the gut of honey bees.

Control weeds and garden pests by using mechanical or biological methods, or substituting harsh
chemicals with softer alternatives as a last resort.

5. Provide habitat for nesting
Creating nesting places for bees, including spaces for cavity-nesting bees and ground-nesting bees.

About 70% of Australia’s native bees breed and reproduce underground. You can make a “nesting
ground mound” by leaving some bare ground free from mulch. Make it higher than your mulched
areas so the birds don't cover the area with mulch.
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6. Buy Australian Honey
Buying Australian honey supports Australian beekeepers.

Australian beekeepers currently face threats from Varroa mite, increasing costs and decreasing price
received for honey and wax products. Imported honey is also threatening the industry, flooding the
market with cheap product, reducing opportunities and forcing some Australian honey producers out
of business.

More than 50 of Australia’s agriculture crops depend on pollinators. That’s one in three mouthfuls of
food we eat each year. If Australian beekeepers are forced out of the industry, there will be fewer
beekeepers able to supply bees for pollination services for crops that rely on their services every
year. It is critical that we have more beekeepers, not less.



